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Sub-regional Humanitarian Overview

Throughout North East Nigeria and across the border regions in Cameroon, Chad and Niger, children are in 
critical danger. Insecurity caused by the conflict between the armed group Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awati
wal-Jihad (JAS), commonly known as ‘Boko Haram’, military forces and civilian self-defense groups in North 
East Nigeria has escalated into a worsening humanitarian crisis. 

The violence has triggered major population movements across borders. Over 1.5 million people –
including 800,000 children – have fled violence. In Nigeria alone, the number of internally displaced people 
has almost doubled in less than a year, from an estimated 647,000 in May 2014 to over 1.3 million. More 
than 200,000 refugees and returnees have crossed into neighboring Cameroon, Chad and Niger after their 
villages were attacked or threatened. 

Refugees, returnees and internally displaced populations 
• Nigeria: 1,301,7631

• Niger: 100,000 displaced persons from Nigeria, including nearly 48,000 children2

• Chad: 43,0003

• Cameroon: 151,0004

Children are bearing the brunt of the conflict. In Nigeria, children make up around 56 per cent of the 
internally displaced population. In Niger, 48 per cent of all refugees and returnees are children; and in 
Cameroon 60 per cent of the over 34,000 refugees in Minawao are children. This year, there has been a 
dramatic rise in violence, growing reports of recruitment and use of children in suicide bombings as well as 
abductions and attacks on schools. 

The situation in Nigeria and bordering countries has developed from a localised emergency into a highly 
visible and complex, cross-border humanitarian and protection crisis. The vast majority (over 90 per cent) 
are staying in host communities, putting additional strain on already overstretched health, education and 
social services and are in need of greater humanitarian support.

1 NEMA and IOM DTM as of end April 2015 
2 UNHCR April 2015; this figure includes refugees and returnees.
3 This number does not include host communities affected by the crisis. Estimates are currently being verified.
4 The breakdown of this number includes 106,000 IDPs (WFP/OCHA) and 45,000 refugees (UNHCR). 

UNICEF Field Presence



Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF is 

working to:

• Provide counselling to children and women 
who have been subjected to, or exposed to, 
violence and abuse through communities. Over 
the past four months, over 46,000 displaced 
children in northeast (NE) Nigeria, Niger, 
Cameroon and Chad have received counselling 
and psychosocial support as part of a range of 
humanitarian interventions supported by 
UNICEF and its partners to help children cope 
with emotional distress [35,000 in NE Nigeria, 
7,800 in Cameroon, 4,900 in Niger and 770 in 
Chad]. 

• Provide temporary learning spaces and school 
materials or integrate displaced children into 
existing schools. So far in 2015, over 52,000 
displaced and refugee children have access to 
education and are able to continue their 
learning thanks to the delivery of school 
materials. [38,000 in NE Nigeria, 7,400 in 
Cameroon, 3,067 in Niger and 7,990 in Chad]. 

• Treat severely acutely malnourished children by 
providing therapeutic feeding, and prevent 
malnutrition through micronutrient 
supplementation and promotion of appropriate 
feeding practices. So far in 2015, 14,549 children 
under 5 have received treatment in NE Nigeria, 
8,400 in Niger, 2,610 in Chad and 278 in 
Cameroon.

• Immunize children against diseases such as polio, 
meningitis and measles. Over the last 12 months, 
over 930,000 children have been vaccinated 
against measles in NE Nigeria, Niger and 
Cameroon and over 5 million children against polio 
in NE Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger. More 
campaigns are planned for 2015. 

• Provide safe water, latrines and hygiene 
promotion to reduce the risks of waterborne 
diseases. For example, over 50,000 people have 
been provided access to safe water in NE Nigeria, 
and in the Lake Chad region in Chad and northern 
Cameroon; and around 116,000 persons were 
reached with prevention messages against hygiene 
promotion messages in NE Nigeria, Diffa region in 
Niger and Lake Chad region in Chad.

• Support a monitoring and reporting mechanism 
(MRM) to document grave violations perpetrated 
against children in the ongoing conflict in NE 
Nigeria. 

UNICEF Humanitarian Priorities

UNICEF is on the ground across the four countries to respond to children’s most pressing needs. Across 
the Lake Chad region, UNICEF has scaled up its humanitarian assistance to children and their families who 
have been affected by the crisis. This includes providing clean water and life-saving health services, 
restoring access to education, delivering therapeutic treatment to malnourished children and ensuring that 
children receive psychological support from trained personnel, in collaboration with other UN agencies, 
governmental authorities and local partners. 
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UNICEF Results to date
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UNICEF’s main comparative advantages

 Integrated approach in key sectors
(nutrition, WASH, HIV/AIDS and health)

 Child protection in emergencies expertise

 Lead or co-lead in key sectors (child
protection, nutrition, WASH and education)

 Longstanding experience and partnerships
with government and civil society

 Staff in conflict affected areas (Borno,
Maroua, Diffa, Mao)

 Rapid and large scale off-shore supply
procurement capacity

*Results are to date since January 2015. **Results from camp admissions only.

Nigeria Crisis  Response - Urgent Needs (6 months)*

Sector
Countries

Totals
Nigeria Niger Chad Cameroon

Nutrition 2,275,924 785,000 1,503,425 2,103,000 6,667,349

Health/ HIV 4,126,098 1,194,000 1,808,980 529,000 7,658,078

WASH 4,959,515 2,985,400 1,971,791 1,200,000 11,116,706

Child Protection 3,644,743 1,510,000 1,470,000 835,000 7,459,743

Education 3,901,942 1,343,000 884,751 1,406,670 7,536,363

Cross Sector/ Sector Coordination
209,857 74,000 611,116 1,601,606 2,496,579

Total 19,118,079 7,891,400 8,250,063 7,675,276 42,934,818

*The immediate needs outlined here are in relation to UNICEFoverall humanitarian needs in humanitarian appeals such as the Humanitarian Action for Children 
(HAC), Strategic Response Plans (SRP) and Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRRP).  The urgent needs are based on country response plans for the Nigeria Crisis 
situation. Contributions to immediate response needs are against existing UNICEF  humanitarian appeals, including the HAC. 
To date, with thanks to generous donors, nearly 7 MUSD has been mobilized to respond the needs of children and women affected by the Nigeria crisis across all 4 
countries. 

Sector Indicator

NE NIGERIA 
(Borno, Yobe, 

Adamawa States)

CAMEROON 
(Far North)

CHAD 
(Lake Region)

NIGER 
(Diffa)

UNICEF 
Target

UNICEF 
Result*

UNICEF 
Target

UNICEF 
Result

UNICEF 
Target

UNICEF 
Result

UNICEF 
Target

UNICEF 
Result

NUTRITION
Children under 5 with severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) 
admitted for therapeutic care

18,695 8,681 842 278** 9,215 2,610 20,000 8,407

HEALTH
Children vaccinated against 
measles

n/a 300,000 15,791 82,677 35,000 300,000 254,664

WASH

People with access to safe water 
per agreed standards

224,254 42,249 TBC 43,000 7,318 25,000 0

People benefitting from 
improved sanitation

230,763 11,097 TBC 6,500 26,900 7,318 100,000 1,600

People benefiting from hygiene 
promotion messages

TBC 48,068 TBC 34,440 2,092 200,000 65,796

CHILD PROTECTION
Children accessing child friendly 
spaces and psychosocial support

53,000 33,855 20,000 7,847 2,000 768 75,000 4,860

EDUCATION

Children with access to 
education (formal/informal, 
including temporary learning 
spaces) 

181,048 38,045 33,000 TBC 19,500 7,993 90,000 3,067


